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MOVING ON

ezel Associates, which .

helps companies, al _|§
government agencies and ¥
educational institutions »
evaluate programs and
stralegies, hos moved out of
its business incobator site
and into new offices.
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Owner of Cicero rinks denies a hotel will replace them

KAREN LUCHSINGER reacts to her newly renovated kitchen
Monday in her Abbey Road home in Onondaga. Contractor
Scott MoClurg and 38 companie: donated labor and materi-
als for the home makeover to help Luchsinger's husband,

Marilyn Jones, wife of former city schools superintendent, dies

v Sl Tt SRy Sy
Jamie, who has amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, commonily re-
ferred to az Lou Gehrig's ditease. With Luchsinger are Ja-
mie"s aunt Heidl Kelly (far feft) and his sisters Wendy Patriar-

<o and Kim Devercaux.

Extremely Nice Makeover

Donations transform home for owner who has ALS

By Elana Zak
C ontrbuting whiled
rica Luchsinger
E shricked when she
walked into ber new
purple bedroom, complete
with maiching new furmiture
and her name and Nowers
painted on the walls, She was
=0 loud people heard her in-
side and outside the house
**1 love in!"" the B-year-old
said Monday, **This one is
more wonderful than my other

(room).”"
It wax the first chance the
Luchsinger family — Enca;

ber father, Jamic: mother,
Karen; and beother James Jr.,
11 — goit 10 sec their com-
pletely renovated home, a gift
from local businesses.
Contractor Scott McClurg

Syracuse

For a video blog of the
home makeover of Jamie
and Karen Luchsinger, go to
blog.syracuse.comifvideos

and 38 companics donated
more than $150,000 of materi-
alx and labor for the three-
wock home makeover, They
diad it to help Jamie Luchsing-
er, an Onondaga Hill farmer
who has amyotrophic lateral
< lerosis (ALS), commonly
referred 1o ax Lou Gehirig's
discase,

The family onginally want-
ed 1o put in a handicappod-
accessible bathroom, but once
McClurg saw the house, he
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KiM DEVEREAUX leans over 1o give her brother, Jamie Luch-
singer, 3 hug and a kiszs while other family members ap-
plaud Monday outside Luchsinger's newly renovated home
in Onondaga.
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Neighbors

ONONDAGA COUNTY WEST
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DONN SCHULDT (/eft) and lim Welsh fit an area for a front win- home. Scott McClurg, president and owner of McClurg Remodeling
dow last month during renovations at the home of Jamie Luchsing- and Construction Services in Marcellus, has spearheaded a $150,00
er and his family, on Onondaga Hill. Jamie suffers from a debilitat- project in which dozens of workers, volunteers and contributors
ing illness, and the workers are among thase rehabiliating his are converting the Luchsinger home.

Willing to Help

Neighbors help a fomily after o member s stricken with o debilitating diseose [ EENEEN
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THE LUCHSINGER FAMILY poses for a family portrait at property on Abbey

Luchuinger; Jambe Luchsinger, Henry's son and Karen's husband; and Elieen

‘It gives you goose bumps when
you see how many people
want to help in these situations.”
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Luchsinger, Jamie's mother. Behind Karen and Jamie are their two children,
Road in Onondaga. On hand are (front, from left) Henry Luchsinger Jr.; Karen  Erica, B, and James Jr., 11. In the back is Henry Luchsinger Sr., Jamie’s grand
father, Volunteers are helping renovate lamie and Karen's house,

Neighbors Rally to Aid Family

By Dyana Smolen
Contnbutng wiiler

When Jamic Luchsinger, of Ononda-

ga Hull, was diagnosed with amyotro-
phic lateral sclerosis (ALS) last year,
he had 1o face a stark reality

Not only would the 40-year-old
farmer have to confend with a progres-
sively debalitating discase that has no
cure, but his family would also have 1o

figure out how to alter his home to ac-
commaodate the assistive equipment be
would soon need

A summer benefit sponsored by fam-
ily and attended by the surrounding
community provided some funding to
address what Luchsinger's family
meembers thought was a pressing need
— & handicapped-accessible bathroom,

MUGHBORS, PAGI 4
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Neighbors help make living a little easier for Luchsingers

MEIGHBORS, FROM PAGE D

But Scott McClurg, president
and owner of McClurg Remod-
cling and Controction Servides
in Marcellus, saw a much bigger
picture.

Alter looking at the bathroom
and touring the rest of the
1, 800-square-foot home on
Abbey Road, McClurg told the
Luchsingers be waated to do
mofe,

*'1 sald to the family, “lct
e try something and s if | can
make this float,” ** McClurg
said. ““Then | went great guns.”

It wasa't koag before
McClarg. his 40-member team
and a collection of volumeers
began i ng.nrumdel
ing plan vals the ABC tele-
mmmut s *'Extreme
Makeover: Home Edition.""

Thanks to more than $150,000
of doaated materials and labor,
the 30-year-old Lochunger resi-
dence is being completely refur:
bished.

'] called 26 subcontractors
and suppliers we deal with, and
cvery single one of them except
one has said “whatever you
need,’ " McClurg said. **h gives
you goose bumps when you see
how many people want to help
in these situations, '’

Eventually, cven mare basi-
nciscs helped.

Every room in the
house *“and theo some™” has
been touched by McClurg's
workers. The extensive project
includes a new kitchen, two new
hathrooms, new plumbing, new
clectrival and heating sysems,
eight new windows and a new
front door.

Work officially began Oct 13,

L]

ago he could
;ﬁs}w up like a
sack of seed and
throw you. Now
his legs are like
concrete blocks. It's
all been taken
away from him.”

= Hanik Luchainger Jr.

To help

The Luthiinger lamily has set
up & trust. To donate, write to:
James M. Luchsinger $¢. Better
Days Trust, clo Heldi
Luchinger-Kelly, Box 15245,
Syracuse 13215

with McClurg and his crew do-
nating their evenings and woek-
ends in order 1o finish the job by
Monday.

So far, workers are on larget,
even afler uncovering the uncx

pecied.

“From the outside, (the
howse) looks fine, but when we
opened up the bathroom floor on
the second floor, all the floos
joists were rotted 1o the point
where the exterion jousts were,
too," McClurg said. * Those are
some of the surprises we cn-
gountered that put us a day be-
hind st least.”

Before woek on the house
began, Luchsinger, his wife
Karen, 40, and their children
James, Jr.. 11, and Erica, §,
packed their belongings and
moved down the road to Luch:
singer’s parcnts” howse. As the
family is close-knit, the move
was a natural one.

Luchsinger, his father and

grandfather have spent their en-
tire lives working their nearby
farm. They have seen one anoth-
¢r through some hard times, in-
cluding losing the farm 1o a fire
and starting over,

Baut, sccording to Luchsng-
e2"s father, Hank. the fire is
nothing compared 10 the hard-
ship hix son 1 currently eadar-
I.b!.

“Our biggest qucstion is
u.m * said Hank Lochsinger Ir.

always liked 1o work. One-
years ago, he could
pxk}mupllkuuchoimd
and throw vou, Now his
like concrete blocks. It's all been
taken away from him."

More commonly known as
Lou Gebng's Discase, ALS i a
progressive neurodegencrative
condition that affects nerve cells
in the brain and spénal cord. The
wictim's voluntary muscle move-
ment is affected, and in lae
stages, beads 1o paralyzation.

The peognosis for those who
receive an ALS diagnosis is
gnm,

According 1o Mary Low Wat-
son, clisical coondinator of Uni-
versity Hospital's ALS Rescarch
and Treatment Center, ALS pa-
ticns typically dic within three

to five years of diagnosis and
there is only one FDA-approved
drug available for treatment.

**In terms of its effect, it pro-
longs life for three to six
months,”” Watson said of the
drug. *"That's not muoch.™*

That drug is called Rilutek,
and Jamic Luchunger is current-
ly on it. But cven so, his physd-
cal stale has deterionated to the
point where be has dilliculty
speaking. He must alio use 3
walker to move around and can-
ool take showers unattended for
fear of falling.

And Luchsinger won will
need his recently acquined
wheclchair, which came with a
530,000 price tag.

As McClurg leamed all of
thix, be expericnced a sad deja
vu that inspired him 10 nt oaly
fix the Luchsinger's home, but
to alw create some kind of las-
ing security for the fzmaly,

**1 Jost a beother 10 cancer,
udlhﬂmlgr;mlhw;h

(Jamie Lucshuinger) is some-
what well to see that his wife
and two kids are poing 10 be all
st 1o know they ve pol a good
bouse, a stable hoase.™’

orchestratiag would be an eoder

e omewrtn 0 photcorapfer

WORKERS INSTALL new doors and windows at the Luchsinger house on Abbey Road on Onondaga

Hill last month.

To say that Karca Luchsinger
is grateful for what McClurg is

satemenl.

*He's like an angel from God
1o us, bocause without him, we
wouldn't be able 1o do all ts,”
ihe said. “*He's quite amazing. "'

MeClurg said he docsn’t want
the attention for himself. Rather,
he wants this communitywide
effort to inspire others

“If evervbody did this, just
think how good things could
be.” MeClurg said. *"Please bet
other people try to do the same.
Let thus dhsaster with the Luch-
singer family create good for
someone clse. There are a lot of
people in the community in
poed. There's nothing negative
that comes out of (helping). You
get paid back fivefold.™



